
Professional Photography, B.Des. 1

PROFESSIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHY, B.DES.
Seven Penn State campuses are scheduled for closure after Spring 2027:
DuBois, Fayette, New Kensington, Mont Alto, Shenango, Wilkes-Barre, and
York. New students are not being admitted at these campuses.

Begin Campus: University Park

End Campus: University Park

Program Description
The major in Professional Photography is a professional undergraduate
degree in photography designed to provide in-depth, formal education
that will prepare students for careers in client-based professional
photography or related fields. Students enrolled in the program will
acquire practical skills and learn creative techniques relevant to
professional photographic image making. The degree program focuses
on building career oriented competencies essential to photographers'
professional, intellectual, and creative lives.

What is Photography?
Photography involves using image-making technologies to take visual
samples of the world around us to create responses, representations,
and interpretations that cause us to think about what we see and to
question what we know. This creative and critical practice emerges
from innumerable motivations that arise from a deep-felt desire for
personal expression, or a belief that visual arts and design can influence
how we encounter and understand everyday life. Whether exploring
and applying photography as a means of responding to personal ideas
and issues, or using image making to meet a client’s expectations, the
discipline requires a range of specialized knowledge and skills in the
use of tools, techniques, technologies, and processes to enable working
from a concept to finished photographic forms. Hence, developing
your individual visual language as a photographer involves mastery of
materials, equipment, and processes and developing a vision of aesthetic
forms, functions, and content relationships.

You Might Like this Program If...
Your personal interests and professional aspirations are inspired
by the power of photography to reach into our lives to capture the
diversity, complexity, and humanity. Virtually all visual information
we encounter online and in print media relies on photography to
communicate content in visually stimulating and aesthetically pleasing
ways. Although photographic images are found in many disciplines, the
art of photography remains firmly embedded within the imagination of
seeing.

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY (https://
arts.psu.edu/degrees/bachelor-of-design-in-professional-photography/)
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