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THEATRE, B.A.
Seven Penn State campuses are scheduled for closure after Spring 2027:
DuBois, Fayette, New Kensington, Mont Alto, Shenango, Wilkes-Barre, and
York. New students are not being admitted at these campuses.

Begin Campus: University Park

End Campus: University Park

Program Description
The B.A. in Theatre asks students to consider the theatrical past, to
reflect on their reasons for doing theatre now, and to imagine what
theatre can be in the future. Students take a broad range of courses in
theatre theory and practice. They gain experience as dramaturgs and
assistant directors for the School of Theatre Penn State Centre Stage.
Many direct, design, and perform in B.A. projects and productions, and
through Penn State's many student theatre and dance groups. We are
particularly interested in drawing students to our program who are
curious about theatre itself, and who wish to explore it through devising
their own performances, writing plays, and directing and producing
their own shows. The B.A. is also Penn State's home for dance studies,
offering technique classes as well as a range of dance history and theory
courses.

Students who pursue the B.A. in Theatre learn to research, analyze and
synthesize information. Majors develop strong oral and written skills and
many go on to postgraduate study not only in theatre but also in areas
such as law, business and education.

What is Theatre?
Theatre is a collaborative art form; an art form where different disciplines
converge to create a sensorial experience much greater than the
sum of its parts. Theatre is history, culture, entertainment and social
responsibility. Theatre engages and transforms. Theatre is storytelling,
told with equal parts artistry, skill, and technology. A theatre artist
is a resourceful problem solver, effective communicator, and a great
collaborator. These life skills empower theatre professionals to pursue
their individual paths and rise up to their potential, well beyond the
theatre walls and into their everyday life.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You are a playwright, director, or dramaturg--or want to learn more

about these practices.
• You enjoy devising, seeing, and writing about performance.
• You want to practice your theatre studies crafts in a department with

a pre-professional season of plays and musicals.
• You plan to pursue an MFA in Dramaturgy or a PhD in Theatre or

Performance Studies after graduation.
• You are transferring from another Commonwealth campus, and you

would like to deepen your study of theatre.


