WORLD LANGUAGES (K-12)
EDUCATION, B.S.

Seven Penn State campuses are scheduled for closure after Spring 2027:
DuBois, Fayette, New Kensington, Mont Alto, Shenango, Wilkes-Barre, and
York. New students are not being admitted at these campuses.

Begin Campus: Any Penn State Campus
End Campus: University Park

PROGRAM CURRENTLY ON HOLD; NOT ACCEPTING NEW STUDENTS
Begin Date of Enrollment Hold: April 25, 2024

Program Description

The World Languages Education major helps prepare students for
kindergarten through high school teaching positions and for other
employment in fields related to their content language areas.

The following teaching options are available for majors in World
Languages Education:

+ Bilingual Education

+ English as a Second Language
* French

+ German

* Latin

* Russian

+ Spanish

Pennsylvania does not issue a teacher certificate in Bilingual Education;
many other states do. Completers of the English as a Second Language
(ESL) option may qualify for the Pennsylvania Program Specialist: ESL
credential if they hold a Pennsylvania teacher certificate.

Bilingual Education Teaching Option

Although Pennsylvania does not issue a teacher certificate in Bilingual
Education, other states do. Thus, completion of this option as well as
any tests or requirements stipulated by the pertinent state department of
education (other than Pennsylvania) should lead to a teacher certificate
in Bilingual Education. In addition to the Common Requirements of

the World Languages Education major, candidates select one of the
language emphases, i.e., French, German, Latin, Russian, or Spanish,
complete the courses associated with that emphasis and also the
Common Requirements for all Emphases. Consequently, candidates
also become eligible for teacher certification in the language selected
as their language emphasis. Further, completers of this B.S. degree and
option may also become eligible for the English as a Second Language
(ESL) credential by completing six additional credits, i.e., APLNG 410 or
APLNG 484, and APLNG 493.

Candidates are expected to have taken their choice of language
coursework beyond the intermediate level to be eligible for enrollment

in FR 201, or GER 201, or LATIN 400, or RUS 204, or SPAN 200. In
general, students are encouraged to take at least one course in the
chosen language each semester without interruption. Participation in an
approved Education Abroad Study Program is required, typically during
semester six.
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English as a Second Language (ESL) Teaching Option

This option will lead to a baccalaureate degree only in conjunction with
one of the other companion World Language Education Teaching options.

The ESL Teaching option is a joint offering of the Department of
Curriculum and Instruction in the College of Education and the
Department of Linguistics and Applied Language Studies in the College
of the Liberal Arts. Dr. Youb Kim, Assistant Professor of Education and
Applied Linguistics, and Joan Kelly Hall, Professor of Linguistics and
Applied Linguistics, are co-directors of the program.

This option prepares candidates for advanced work in ESL and for

the Pennsylvania teacher credential Program Specialist: English as

a Second Language (ESL). However, the Pennsylvania Department of
Education only issues the Program Specialist: ESL credential to holders
of Pennsylvania Instructional | or Il certificates. Thus, completers of
another World Languages Education Teaching option may first seek the
Pennsylvania Instructional certificate in that language and may then add
the Program Specialist: ESL credential, subsequently.

French Teaching Option

Completion of this option and pertinent tests required by the
Pennsylvania Department of Education lead to the Pennsylvania
Instructional | teacher certificate in French. Candidates are expected

to have taken French coursework beyond the intermediate level to be
eligible for enrollment in FR 201. In general, students are encouraged to
take at least one course in French each semester without interruption.
Participation in an approved Education Abroad Study Program is required,
typically during semester six.

German Teaching Option

Completion of this option and pertinent tests required by the
Pennsylvania Department of Education lead to the Pennsylvania
Instructional | teacher certificate in German. Candidates are expected

to have taken German coursework beyond the intermediate level to be
eligible for enrollment in GER 201. In general, students are encouraged to
take at least one course in German each semester without interruption.
Participation in an approved Education Abroad Study Program is required,
typically during semester six.

Latin Teaching Option

Completion of this option and pertinent tests required by the
Pennsylvania Department of Education lead to the Pennsylvania
Instructional | teacher certificate in Latin. Candidates are expected to
have taken Latin coursework beyond the intermediate level to be eligible
for enrollment in LATIN 400. In general, students are encouraged to
take at least one course in Latin each semester without interruption.
Participation in an approved Education Abroad Study Program is highly
recommended, typically during semester six.

Russian Teaching Option

Completion of this option and pertinent tests required by the
Pennsylvania Department of Education lead to the Pennsylvania
Instructional | teacher certificate in Russian. Candidates are expected

to have taken Russian coursework beyond the intermediate level to be
eligible for enrollment in RUS 204. In general, students are encouraged to
take at least one course in Russian each semester without interruption.
Participation in an approved Education Abroad Study Program is required,
typically during semester six.
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Spanish Teaching Option

Completion of this option and pertinent tests required by the
Pennsylvania Department of Education lead to the Pennsylvania
Instructional | teacher certificate in Spanish. Candidates are expected

to have taken Spanish coursework beyond the intermediate level

to be eligible for enrolliment in SPAN 110. In general, students are
encouraged to take at least one course in Spanish each semester without
interruption. Participation in an approved Education Abroad Study
Program is required, typically during semester six.

What is World Languages Education?

The World Languages Education (WLED) major prepares graduates
to teach in all grades from Pre-K through 12. Candidates choose from
among the following language specializations: French, German, Latin,
Russian, and Spanish. Along with studies on campus and in local
schools, students in this major typically complete a semester abroad
experience to promote proficiency in the language they will teach.

You Might Like This Program If...

You aspire to teach another language, and to help open children’s eyes
about languages in diverse cultural contexts.

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT WORLD LANGUAGES (K-12) EDUCATION
(https://ed.psu.edu/academics/departments/department-curriculum-
and-instruction)
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